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    T he  rock  seen  in the cliff  across  the
river from S altsburg is   know n  to  geolo-
gists  as   the  S altsburg  S andstone.   T hat
layer of  rock  extends  w estw ard  into
Ohio and W est V irginia.   In 1 8 7 8 ,  S tate
Geologist J . J .  S tevenson designated this
cliff   as  the " type locality"  for the study
of that particular rock layer because  this
s ite is  w here that stratum w as first
seen,  w ell exposed  for  s tudy.    A    type
locality  is   a special place,   like an illus-
tration in an encyclopedia  consulted  by
geologists .

    Fifty  feet  above the S altsburg S and-
stone is  the Harlem C oal.   T hat  coal
w as  formed  3 0 0   million years  ago
w hen sw amp vegetation w as  buried
under  muds that  hardened  to  become
stone.   T hat coal-forming  sw amp w as
located near the coast of an ocean that
extended w estw ard as  far as  W yoming,
w here sw amp coal also occurs .
Immediately above the  Harlem  C oal,  the
A mes   (Ohio) Limestone  bed is  rich w ith
foss ils  of crinoids ,  w hich  dw elled  in
shallow   ocean  w ater,  proof that there
w as an inland sea shore here.

    T he  S altsburg  S andstone  can also
be seen exposed in the face of  the  cliff
that borders  the bikew ay immediately
upriver from S altsburg.   T he A mes Lime-
stone can be seen in the railroad cut at
Bow  R idge.

W E S T      P E N N      T R A I L

SALTSBURG'S  BLUFF


