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WINDLASS LIFTED AND
LOWERED BAILER AND
DRILL BIT.

As early as 1755, the Royal Surveyor,
Lewis Evans, reported that “the Kiski-
minetas has coal and salt”. Settlers need-
ed salt to preserve foods. When the War
of 1812 shut off the supply of salt from
England, Americans began a desperate
search for domestic sources of salt.

William Johnston, a pioneer on the
Conemaugh, found salt water seeping
out of the ground at a “deer lick” here,
w here animals gathered to lick salt from
rocks on which brine had evaporated.

After nine months spent in “kicking
down” a well hole 387 feet deep and
three inches in diameter, a flow of salt
water was obtained from a layer of rock
know n today as the Pottsville Sandstone.
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BOUNCING 50-POUND IRON CHISEL
PULVERIZED ROICK LAYER CONTAINING BRINE.
SLURRY OF ROCK POWDER AND WATER

REMOVED WITH PISTON BAILER.

The brine, in large kettles, was evap-
orated over coal fires, to recover the salt.
Fuel for the salt works came from an
outcrop of coal in the vicinity. Later, the
brine was boiled in large shallow pans.

Most of the salt was carried to Pitts-
burgh, by canal boat, but wagons also
hauled salt throughout the region, and
steamboats took Conemaugh salt down
the Ohio River — until the Kanawha Salt
W orks captured that market.

By 1830, the Great Conemaugh Salt
Works was the third-largest salt-making
center in America (after Onondaga, NY
and Kanawha, WYV), shipping 100,000
barrels of salt annually.
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