
    In 1 9 3 6 ,  w hen a search w as  being
made for a s ite suitable for a  flood-
control dam,   the  engineers   employed
by the government examined  this   place
because here  the  river valley is  narrow
and the valley w alls  high –  features   that
w ould make  poss ible  a dam that w ould
be high,  to impound a large volume  of
w ater,  yet minimal in w idth,  to reduce
cost of construction.   

    A   dam  w as  not  built  at  this  s ite,
for a  number  of  reasons,   but  primarily
because the pool of w ater behind the
dam  w ould have flooded several large
coal  mines :   the Bow man and W atson
mines ,  near W hite;  T unnelton mine,   s ix
miles  upriver;   the  Mow een  mine,   just
above the dam site.  T he  cost  of  buying
the  mines   w ould  have  been 3 . 2 4
million dollars ,  or one-third  the cost  of
the  dam itself,  1 1 . 3  million.  

    A nother disadvantage  of  this  s ite
w as  the fact that the w est  end  of  the
dam  w ould  have  been  tied into a hill
perforated w ith many  mine  passages
(leakage  pathw ays) that w ould have to
be plugged,  at high cost.

    T o avoid the expense of purchas ing
mines  (to compensate mine ow ners ,  in
the age w hen " coal w as  king" ),  and
plugging the Mow een mine,  a less  expen-
s ive,   less  troublesome  dam  s ite   w as

chosen,  s ix  miles  upriver (at Bow   R idge),
but that move resulted in a much smaller
reservoir,  smaller by the loss  of s ix  miles
of valley volume for the storage of flood
w ater.  

    A nother dam s ite  considered w as  just
below  S altsburg.   A   dam  there  w ould
have necess itated dismantling and relo-
cation of the entire tow n,   and  the  K iski
Prep S chool,  also.


