
W E S T      P E N N      T R A I L
at

    C onst ruction of the bridge a t  the east
end of t he 1 9 0 7  t unnel obl iterated t he
remains of  a  c anal  l ock  a nd dam built in
182 8.

    E as tbound boat s  ex ited f rom the c anal
tunnel,  turned right ab ruptly then  pas sed
through a  gua rd  lo ck  ( a lock w ith z ero
lift) that  s erved like  a  v es tibule  b etw een
the c anal a nd the un predictable ri ver,
that ha d been c onverted  i nto a  pool of
quiet  w ater impounded behind a w ooden
dam,  1 7  f eet hi gh,  t hat s panned t he
river a t t his point.

    T he da m,  a nd t he s lackw ater pool it
created,  w ere ne cessary  be cause t here
w as not enough  s pace f or a  c anal  a long
the base  o f t he bluff,   b ut t here  w as  a
strip of   la nd  just  w ide e nough  f or  a
tow ing path ( for the horses  us ed to pull
the boats).

    T oday,  t he mouth of t he c anal tunnel
is  a lw ays  under the w ater impounded by
the f lood-c ontrol dam;  t he t unnel is a lso
plugged w ith a  c oncrete s topper 2 0 f t.
thick.
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