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1864  RAILROAD  RAM P

     Y ou  are  standing on the line of the
canal (now  filled-in) that w as  in use  until
1 8 6 4 ,  w hen the first train ran on the rail
line adjacent to the canal.
    W hen the  route for the W est Penn
R ailroad w as  being laid out,  in 1 8 5 4 ,   the
surveyors  could locate the tracks  next to
the canal,  but had to  avoid doing  any-
thing that w ould interrupt traffic  on the
canal.  A long this  stretch of the river
bank,   there w as  not space w ide enough
to fit in a railroad bed next to the  canal.
T herefore,   it w as  necessary for the rail-
road to climb aw ay from the river  on  an
inclined  ramp  cut  into the face of the
bluff that borders   the  river  here.    T hat
ramp is  supported by the stone w all
vis ible from this  w ayside s ign.
    T he 1 8 5 4  railroad grade begins  to
move aw ay from the canal at the bend of
the river above S altsburg.   T he track bed
passes  through tow n high above  the
canal and then,  at the north end of tow n,
the railroad crosses  over the canal on an
elevated bridge.    T he piers  of that bridge
are s till s tanding.   T he original railroad
station,  on that elevated line,  today
houses  the S altsburg borough offices .   

    A fter cross ing the river at S altsburg,
the railroad remains on the south s ide of
the river as  far as  the A llegheny R iver,
w here a bridge carries  trains  to the w est
s ide of the A llegheny R iver and from
there to Pittsburgh (A llegheny C ity).  
    T rains   ran  on  that elevated line until
1 8 8 2 ,  w hen  the  tracks   w ere  relocated
onto the abandoned right-of-w ay  of  the
canal,  w here the hiker-biker trail is    now .
T rains  ran on this  old canal line until
1 9 5 0 ,  w hen construction of the C one-
maugh  Dam  necess itated  relocation of
the tracks  onto the elevated line w here
trains  run today.
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