
W E S T      P E N N      T R A I L
a t

 W ater i mpounded b ehind t he  C one-
maugh D am c ould r ise as  high as  5 5  f eet
above t he le vel o f t he ro adw ay on  t his
1 9 0 7  railroad line.   T herefore,  co nstruc-
tion of  t he da m re quired  t hat t his ra il
bed be a bandoned  a nd relocated onto a
higher  line,  above maximum w ater level
attainable in  t he re servoir be hind t he
dam.   T he s teel  b ridge,  ov erhead  h ere
(and  it s   e levated  r ail l ine  a long  t he
rim  o f t he  lake-to-be) had  to  be built
before  t he da m w as c losed a nd the
1 9 0 7  r ail ro a d g rade c overed w ith
w at er.   

    T o  m inimize  t he s teepness   of   t he
climb to the higher level of  t he  ne w  ra il-
road grade,  relocation of t he t racks w as
begun  2 0  m iles  dow n  t he  r iver v alley,
near S alina.

     A t  the  e as t  end  o f  t his   h igh-lev el
bridge,  t he o riginal p lan w as  t o d ig y et
another  tunnel  t hrough  B ow    R idge,
but a n o pen c ut w as f ound t o be  l ess
expensive.   T he  cost of relocating  t he
railroad w as  2 5 . 8  million dollars ;  the d am
cost 1 3 . 9  m illion do llars ;  a cquis ition of
land c ost  6 . 6  m illion dollars.
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