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With the Conemaugh Valley Conservancy as its 501(c)3 hosting organization, the                      
Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team successfully secured grants to support its mission and        
projects from the following: 

Community Foundation for the AllegheniesñRobert Waters Charitable Trust Fund 

Dominion Foundation / Western Pennsylvania Conservancy 

Foundation for Pennsylvania Watersheds 

League of Women Voters / Water Resources Education Network  

Recreational Equipment, Inc. 

Richard King Mellon Foundation 

Wal-Mart Foundation 
 

The Somerset Conservation District graciously served as the administrator and pass-through 
agent for a grant secured by the Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team from: 

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection -  Environmental Education 
Program 

Grantors 

Conemaugh Valley Conservancy Board of Directors 

Mike Burk , President 

Mike Kane, First Vice-President 

Barry Tuscano, Second Vice-President 

Jack Maher, Secretary 

Linda Gwinn , Assistance Secretary 

Richard Burkert, Treasurer 

Kenan Kevenk, Assistant Treasurer 

 

Brad Clemenson 

Leonard Hess 

Richard Mayer 

Rob McCombie 

Jerry Seitz 

Eric Sutliff  

Chris Volpe 

Mike Walker  

Conemaugh Valley Conservancy Staff 

Melissa Reckner, Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team Director 

Michael Quinn, Facilitator 

Elizabeth Mayer, Accounting Assistant  

Laura Hawkins, Consultant 

Contributing Personnel  

Robert Hook, Pennsylvania Mountain 
Service Corps AmeriCorps hosted by the 
Somerset Conservation District and 
Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team from 
September 2008 - August 2009 

All photographs by Melissa Reckner unless otherwise noted. 

The mission of the Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team is to educate and engage citizen stewards in 

maintaining, enhancing and restoring the natural resources of the Kiski-Conemaugh River Basin. 



Dear Friends, 

I am proud to publish our first official annual report.  For years, the Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team has 

been accomplishing good works in the Kiski-Conemaugh River Basin and beyond, and it is far past the time to 

share news of our work in such a publication!   

We could not fulfill our mission without volunteers, supporters, and partners, which, as you will see in this 

report, are quite numerous.  I am humbled and inspired by the continuous generosity of our sponsors and     

giving spirit of our volunteers, who brave the cold and snow of winter or heat and humidity of summer to    

collect valuable water quality data that are used to further restore regional waterways to pre-mining conditions 

or share their knowledge and get the next generation of environmental stewards excited about ecology - the 

study of organisms and their relationship to their environments.  Relationships that are becoming more clearly 

defined and significant in todayôs climate. 

There are dozens of success stories, some shared on the following pages, but our work is not done.     

Abandoned Mine Drainage remains a formidable source of pollution, new forms of resource extraction 

threaten our water bodies, youth are still disconnected to Nature, and funds to protect resources are              

diminishing, when they should be increasing.  The loss of our two full-time AmeriCorps positions are evidence 

of decreasing funds, but our spirit remains strong.  So many times, when a person learns that the Stream Team 

is only staffed by myself, he or she jokes that I am the Stream Team, but I quickly counter that the Stream 

Team is its volunteers and partners, for whom I am grateful, and we are committed to the further restoration 

and conservation of Earthôs resources.  

Thank you for all that you do to conserve and preserve our resources and educate youth.  I look forward to 

working with you more in 2010! 

         

Letter from the Director  
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The Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team was pleased to earn First 

Place in the Best Overall Display category for the second time at 

the 8th Annual Ohio River Watershed Celebration aboard the 

Gateway Clipper Fleetôs Majestic on October 1.  The Stream Teamôs 

display focused on its core functions of water monitoring and 

environmental education.  This award included a $500 cash prize! 

Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team was the recipient of Natural 

Biodiversityôs first ever Outstanding Partner Award, which was 

presented to the Stream Team at Natural Biodiversityôs open house 

in October.   

In honor of the 10th Anniversary of the Pennsylvania 

Department of Environmental Protectionôs Growing Greener 

program, PA Environment Digest invited organizations to share 

stories about how they have utilized Growing Greener funds.  Kiski-

Conemaugh Stream Team submitted its story of how a $5,675 

Growing Greener grant received in 2001 helped to grow the 

program into a what it is today and was the winner of a $250 cash 

prize in August!  View our story at: www.growinggreener.com.  

Honors and Awards 

Dennis Tubbs, Master of Ceremonies at the 

Ohio River Watershed Celebration,           

presents Melissa Reckner, Director of the 

Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team,                   

the first place award for Best Overall 

Display.  Photo by Jim Delesandro. 

Sincerely and respectfully,  



Water Monitoring Program  

In 2009, the Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team and 
its 36 volunteer ñStream Stewardsò collected 528   
water samples from Abandoned Mine Discharges 
(AMD), AMD treatment systems, and rivers impacted 
by AMD.  These samples came from 157 sites 
throughout the Kiski-Conemaugh River Basin where 
samples were collected yearly, semi-annually,  
quarterly, or monthly, based on need.  Many of these 
sites were located at the 26 AMD treatment systems 
that the Stream Team regularly monitored.   
 All sites were re-evaluated in February to ensure 
the best use of resources.   

Data collected are crucial for evaluating the  
operation and effectiveness of AMD treatment  
systems, which are growing concerns among  
conservation organizations installing and maintaining 
systems.  It is difficult to obtain monies to dissect  
systems once they have failed; therefore, routine 
monitoring helps identify pending system failure  
before it happens. 

Additionally, the Stream Team monitored several  
 sites to collect baseline  
 data for use by  
 watershed groups as  
 they seek funds for  
 construction of new  
 treatment systems that  
 will further restore the  
 quality of regional  
 waterways. The  
 Stream Team is proud,  
 for example, that the  
 Blackleggs Creek  
 Watershed Association 

obtained a $225,000 Growing Greener grant to  
construct the Whiskey Run #9 AMD treatment system 
using its data.   

The Stream Team educates, trains, and  
coordinates volunteers as they collect water samples 
according to Pennsylvania Department of  
Environmental Protection (PA DEP) protocols, which 
is why the Commonwealth accepts Stream Team data 
for use by their staff.  The Stream Team provides this 
service at no cost to the many watershed groups that 
use these data, because a lot of them do not have the 
time, personnel, finances, or training to conduct this 
monitoring themselves.  The PA DEP Bureau of  
Laboratories analyzes water samples collected and 
results are shared with those who request it from the 
Stream Team.  Historical data may be found on the 
Stream Teamôs website, and more recent results may 
be obtained by contacting the Stream Team at 
814.444.2669.   

Quick Breakdown 

528 samples 

157 sites 

26 AMD treatment systems 

Over $10 million invested 

in these systems 

Value of clean water and 

healthy ecosystems: 

Priceless 

New in 2009, a partnership effort was             

organized to conduct two water quality snapshots   

of all 279 publicly-funded AMD passive treatment       

systems in Pennsylvania.  The first snapshot took 

place in September, when a team of individuals   

from PA DEPôs Bureau of Abandoned Mine       

Reclamation (BAMR), Kiski-Conemaugh Stream 

Team, Pennsylvania Senior Environmental Corps, 

Mill Creek Coalition, Babbs Creek Watershed              

Association, Broadtop Township, and Stream      

Restoration Incorporated collected field data and  

water samples for laboratory analysis from the raw, 

untreated abandoned mine discharge, the final      

effluent of the passive treatment system, and the  

influent and effluent of every alkalinity-generating 

component. 

The Stream Team collected data from 31    

treatment systems for the snapshot. 

Data are being posted on Datashed, a free,     

web-based database designed to assist in the      

management of data related to passive treatment  

systems and stream monitoring for watershed 

groups, nonprofits, academia, government agencies 

and anyone else interested in passive treatment.   

Historical data, site schematics, and other           

information about each system are also available 

via Datashed, www.datashed.org. 

The second snapshot will take place in late     

winter / early spring 2010.  

Rich Beam, PA DEP, and Jim Eckenrode, Stream Team, 

clean out the Sulphur Run borehole prior to sampling. 
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Water Monitoring Program  

In 2009, the Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team regularly monitored 26 Abandoned Mine Drainage treatment 

systems on a quarterly or monthly basis.  Federal and state officials, local watershed organizations, 

engineering firms, and schools are using data collected to evaluate the effectiveness of these systems and to 

design new, more efficient and cost-effective forms of treatment.  The following is a list of Abandoned Mine 

Drainage treatment systems the Stream Team monitored: 

Big Run #2, Blackleggs Creek Watershed, 

Big Run #7, Blackleggs Creek Watershed, 

Big Run #8, Blackleggs Creek Watershed, 

Kolb, Blackleggs Creek Watershed, 

Laurel Run #1 (Headwaters), Blacklick Creek Watershed, 

Oven Run Site A, Stonycreek River Watershed, 

Oven Run Site B, Stonycreek River Watershed, 

Oven Run Site D, Stonycreek River Watershed, 

Oven Run Site E, Stonycreek River Watershed, 

Oven Run Site F, Stonycreek River Watershed, 

Rock Tunnel, Stonycreek River Watershed, 

Penn Hills 2A, Blacklick Creek Watershed, 

Penn Hills 2B, Blacklick Creek Watershed, 

Richard 1, Blacklick Creek Watershed, 

Richard 2A, Blacklick Creek Watershed, 

Richard 2B, Blacklick Creek Watershed, 

SR286, Aultman Run Watershed,  

Yellow Creek 1-A, Blacklick Creek Watershed, 

Yellow Creek 1-B, Blacklick Creek Watershed, 

Yellow Creek 2-A, Blacklick Creek Watershed, 

Yellow Creek 2-B, Blacklick Creek Watershed, 

Yellow Creek 2-C, Blacklick Creek Watershed, and 

Vintondale, Blacklick Creek Watershed. 
 

Additionally, in the summer of 2009, the Kiskiminetas and 

Blacklick Creek Watershed Associations requested the Stream Team 

begin monitoring the following Abandoned Mine Drainage treatment 

systems because no other agency was doing so and data were needed      

to see if the systems were operating efficiently: 

Booker, Kiskiminetas Watershed, 

Coal Pit A, Blacklick Creek Watershed, and 

Coal Pit B, Blacklick Creek Watershed. 

All three of these systems will be monitored on a monthly basis to develop a baseline so the watershed groups 

and the state may evaluate the effectiveness and impact of these treatment systems. 

Over 10 million of largely public dollars 
have been invested in the 26 Abandoned 

Mine Drainage treatment systems that 
the Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team 

monitored in 2009.  If not for the Stream 
Team and its partnership with the 

Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protectionôs Bureau of 

Abandoned Mine Reclamation, many of 
these systems would not be monitored, 
jeopardizing the investment of countless 
resources, leaving a huge data gap, and 

endangering aquatic species that are 
returning and flourishing in our 

waterways. 

 The Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team and its projects were featured in the April and September 
issues of Johnstown Magazine and the April issue of Somerset Magazine.  Significant media 
coverage allowed news of the Stream Teamôs work to reach hundreds of thousands of citizens in 
2009! 

Oven Run Site A.                             

The aqua blue color is indicative of 

aluminum settling in the pond. 
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Environmental Education  

The Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Teamôs water 
restoration work fits well with its environmental 
education program, which transcends the traditional 
classroom to touch the greater community.   

The Stream Team recognizes that children are 
spending less and less time outdoors exploring 
Nature, investigating their curiosity, and discovering 
the many wonders of the natural world.  Even the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education is requiring 
schools to enhance their environmental curricula with 
mandated standards for student environmental 
proficiency. 

In an effort to draw kids outside and connect to 
Nature, the Stream Team, in partnership with the 
Mountain Laurel chapter of Trout Unlimited, has 
initiated six Trout in the Classroom projects in 
Cambria and Somerset County schools.   

Trout in the Classroom is a statewide program 
that, together with local financial support, provides 
the basic equipment necessary to operate a large 
classroom aquarium and raise brook trout fingerlings 
from eggs.  Brook trout are Pennsylvaniaôs state fish 
and only trout native to its streams.   

Throughout the school year, students are 
responsible for the daily care and maintenance of the 
aquarium system.  They do the water chemistry 
tests, water changes, feedings, cleanings, 
inspections, and observations.  Perhaps most 
importantly, the students take pride and ownership of 
the project and learn the importance of coldwater 
conservation.  They become more observant of the 
natural world around them and sensitive to 
conservation issues, which creates an informed 
citizenry.  Surviving trout are released before the end 
of the school year into a state-approved body of 
water. 

The Stream Team was honored to be asked to 
present at the statewide Trout in the Classroom 
teacher training in June. 

Trout in the Classroom Schools 

2009 

Berlin-Brothersvalley High School 

Conemaugh Township Area High School 

Forest Hills High School 

North Star East Elementary School 

Penn Cambria Middle School 

Shade-Central City High School 

In 2009, the Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team 
directly educated and engaged 5,935 students of 

all ages through its environmental education 
program.  Hundreds of students participated in 

more than one activity, thereby fostering a greater 
understanding of conservation concepts. 

Special Events 
 

The Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team again 

served on the planning committee for 

Westmoreland Earth Day, which was held on 

April 18 at a new site: the Winnie Palmer Nature 

Reserve adjacent the Saint Vincent College campus 

in Latrobe.  The theme was ñLiving Simple.ò  

Vendors that sold natural, organic, sustainable and 

otherwise ñgreenò products joined conservation 

organizations as hundreds of people visited booths 

and learned how to incorporate steps to simplify  

and ñgreenò their lifestyles.  
 
 

The Stream Team helped organize a Rain 

Barrel Workshop  sponsored by the Somerset 

Conservation District and Paint Creek Regional 

Watershed Association at the Paint Township 

Municipal Building in Windber.  Workshop 

participants went home with a nice, brick-colored 

rain barrel and more knowledge of how to manage 

stormwater runoff and conserve water resources.   

Mountain Laurel Trout Unlimited member, Bill Conlin,  

teaches a Berlin-Brothersvalley student how to tie a fly. 
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2009 Environmental Education and Awareness Programs 
 

ñMacroinvertebratesò at Berlin-Brothersvalley High SchoolðJanuary 16. 

Global Warming Forum at University of Pittsburgh at JohnstownðFebruary 5. 

ñMacroinvertebratesò at Shade-Central City High SchoolðFebruary 25. 

ñFly-tying and Coldwater Conservationò at Shade-Central City High SchoolðMarch 4. 

Wildlife Day at Community Arts CenterðMarch 14. 

ñFly-tying and Coldwater Conservationò at Berlin-Brothersvalley High SchoolðMarch 19. 

Pennsylvania Association of Environmental Educators ConferenceðMarch 21. 

Somerset Cub Scouts Pack 131ðMarch 24. 

ñMacroinvertebratesò at Forest Hills High SchoolðMarch 26. 

ñWater Chemistry and AMDò at North Star East Elementary SchoolðMarch 31. 

Outdoor Heritage Month Opening CeremonyðApril 3. 

ñMacro Madnessò workshop at Johnstown Discovery CenterðApril 4. 

Paint Creek Rain Barrel WorkshopðApril 14. 

Westmoreland Earth Day at Winnie Palmer Nature ReserveðApril 18. 

Outdoor AdventuresðApril 23-24. 

Trout release and Outdoor Discovery Workshops at Forest Hills High SchoolðApril 28. 

Sponsored Andy McAllisterôs film, ñOut of the Ground,ò d®but at the Johnstown Discovery Centerð 

April 30. 

EcoDay at United Elementary SchoolðMay 4. 

ñMacroinvertebratesò at North Star East Elementary SchoolðMay 5-7. 

ñWetlandsò and ñWatershedsò activities at Leechburg Area High SchoolðMay 12. 

Scottsdale Elementary Schoolôs Camp Out at Laurelville Mennonite CampðMay 13-14. 

Conemaugh Valley Conservancyôs Annual PicnicðMay 13. 

Trout release and Outdoor Discovery Workshops for Shade-Central City High SchoolðMay 15. 

Greensburg-Salem School Districtôs EcoDay at Camp SolesðMay 19. 

ñGyotakuò workshop at Johnstown Discovery CenterðMay 23.  

Trout release, community service, and fishing for Berlin-Brothersvalley High SchoolðMay 29. 

Johnstown Childrenôs Museum Grand OpeningðJune 14. 

Trout in the Classroom Statewide Teacher TrainingðJune 19. 

Saint Francis Universityôs Science Camp field tripðJune 22 and July 7. 

Pennsylvaniaôs Abandoned Mine Reclamation and Coal Mining Heritage ConferenceðJuly 13-16. 

Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Teamôs Annual PicnicðSeptember 17. 

Trout in the Classroom Introduction at Shade-Central City High SchoolðSeptember 21. 

Ohio River Watershed CelebrationðOctober 1. 

Trout in the Classroom Introduction at Penn Cambria Middle SchoolðOctober 6. 

Somerset County Watershed SummitðOctober 8. 

Environmental Protection Agencyôs Mid-Atlantic Volunteer Monitoring ConferenceðOctober 19-20. 

ñWater Chemistry and AMDò at Berlin-Brothersvalley High SchoolðDecember 2. 



 

 Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team and Natural 
Biodiversity started hosting Outdoor Heritage in 2007, 
after Westsylvania Heritage Corporation could no 
longer continue their awareness event known as  
Westsylvania Adventures.  Together, the Stream Team 
and Natural Biodiversity expanded the two day event 
into first a week-long and now a month long celebration 
of the cultural and natural resources of Pennsylvaniaôs 
Allegheny Mountains. 

 On March 24, 2009, the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives unanimously passed House 
Resolution 173 declaring April ñOutdoor Heritage 
Month in the Pennsylvania Alleghenies,ò and 
Pennsylvania Governor Edward Rendell issued an 
official Greeting acknowledging our efforts. 

 Outdoor Heritage Month is designed to serve as an 
umbrella for global, national, and local events that 
celebrate our history and resources; to promote these 
events to citizens; and to encourage active 
conservation and stewardship.   

 Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team, Natural 
Biodiversity, and Recreational Equipment, Inc. (REI) 
hosted the Outdoor Heritage Month opening ceremony 
on April 3 at REIôs Bedford Distribution Center, which is 
a silver-certified L.E.E.D. building.  REI officials 
graciously provided a tour of their facility, and, at the 
request of the Stream Team, the Pennsylvania Fish 
and Boat Commission presented Mountain Laurel 
Trout Unlimited their Conservation Award.  The Stream 
Team then kicked-off the Johnstown Area Heritage 
Associationôs Educational Workshop series on April 4 
with ñMacro Madness,ò presented in partnership with 
the Shade Creek Watershed Association.   

 Outdoor Heritage Month was filled with all kinds of 
activities to appeal to a large audience and included 
concerts, lectures, children and adult workshops, 
clean-ups, whitewater rafting, and awareness events.  
The Stream Team concluded Outdoor Heritage Month 
with Andy McAllisterôs d®but of his documentary, ñOut 
of the Ground.ò  We estimate that at least 5,000 people 
participated in one or more Outdoor Heritage Month 
event. 

 Check out the Outdoor Heritage website at 
www.ohmonth.com, which was partially funded with the 
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 
Environmental Education grant secured by the Stream 
Team. 
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Environmental Education  

 The centerpiece of Outdoor Heritage Month is 

Outdoor Adventures, a favorite field trip for 

elementary-aged public, private and home school 

students.  Held at the Summerôs Best Two Weeks 

youth camp at the scenic Quemahoning Reservoir, 

Outdoor Adventures educates over 1,000 students 

about Pennsylvaniaôs rich cultural and natural 

resources by engaging them in more than 40 hands-on, 

interactive displays, activities, and presentations.    

 The goals of Outdoor Adventures are to educate, 

inspire, and engage young students in outdoor 

exploration and natural resource conservation and to 

foster the next generation of environmental stewards. 

 Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team and Natural 

Biodiversity hosted Outdoor Adventures 2009 on 

April 23 and 24.  Participants fished, collected 

macroinvertebrates, scaled a climbing wall, watched 

the Pennsylvania Game Commission process a live 

black bear, churned their own butter, went on a nature 

hike and so much more!  Of the students who took 

both the pre and post event tests, 64% scored better on 

the post exam and 20% scored the same.   

 Hundreds of sponsors, volunteers, and exhibitors 

helped to teach and motivate 1,137 students!  Their 

contributions are valued at more than $93,800!  

Lee Kring, far right, of the Pennsylvania Mountain Service 

Corps, helps lead a drum circle at Outdoor Adventures. 
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Melissa Reckner served as the secretary and 

membership coordinator of the Stonycreek 

Conemaugh River Improvement Project 

(SCRIP) and was instrumental in its hosting of the 

fourth annual Quemahoning Classic Fishing 

Tournament, which highlights the recovering 

fishery in the Quemahoning Reservoir.  Changing 

weather conditions challenged the anglersðand 

judgesðbut all still had a great time! 

 

The Stream Team helped the Shade Creek 

Watershed Association and Pennsylvania Fish and 

Boat Commission survey Shingle Run, a small 

headwater stream whose pH was previously too 

low to support aquatic life because of acid rain and 

a poor buffering capacity.  The Shade Creek 

Watershed Association has been adding limestone 

sand to Shingle Run for the past six years, which 

has brought the pH to a level suitable for 

macroinvertebrates and trout.  To reestablish a 

fishery, brook trout from a neighboring stream 

were introduced to Shingle Run in 2008.  We were 

pleasantly surprised to discover that, a year later, at 

least 37% of the brook trout survived and seemed 

to be establishing a population.  Shingle Run will 

be surveyed again in 2010 to confirm this. 

We also helped the watershed association and 

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 

Protection collect macroinvertebrates to gauge the 

impact of restoration efforts. 

In June, the Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team and 

others helped the Somerset Conservation District, 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission and 

Cambria Somerset Authority construct 100 fish 

habitat structures that were placed in the 

Quemahoning Reservoir for the second, consecutive 

year.  These structures are providing cover for 

smaller fish, which are essential for a thriving 

fishery. 

The Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team assisted 

with the planting, maintenance, and clean-up of the 

Community Garden at Greenhouse Park in Tire 

Hill.  This garden is planted with heirloom seeds and 

maintained by volunteers throughout the growing 

season.  Volunteers and the public partake of its 

bounty. 

The Somerset Conservation District worked 

with the Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team and Paint 

Creek Regional Watershed Association to organize 

the 4th Annual Somerset County Watershed 

Summit on October 8.  The summit started with a 

tour of significant Abandoned Mine Discharges in 

the Paint Creek Watershed, existing and pending 

projects, and natural features like the Paint Creek 

falls painted by George Hetzel and other 19th 

century artists from the Scalp Level School.  

Following the tour, guests were treated to dinner,  

a PowerPoint presentation of Scalp Level artistsô 

paintings, and a presentation by Dr. Mary Lavine 

and Mr. Thomas Clark about the history and 

current status of Paint Creekôs resources. 

 Melissa Reckner served on the Natural 

Biodiversity Steering Committee and helped select 

Natural Biodiversityôs Founding Board of Directors.  

She also served as the secretary of the Southern 

Alleghenies Resource Conservation and 

Development Councilôs Water Resources 

Committee. 

 

The Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team helped 

Natural Biodiversity and the Shade Creek Watershed 

Association prepare the site and plant hundreds of 

native species at the Reitz #1 Abandoned Mine 

Drainage treatment system in Central City in May 

and October.  These native plants will not only 

beautify the site, stabilize the stream bank, and 

provide wildlife habitat, but they will add a critical 

educational component to the interpretive trail that 

will be constructed in 2010. 

On behalf of the Paint Creek Regional 

Watershed Association, the Stream Team submitted 

a grant application to the Pennsylvania DEP Growing 

Greener program to construct several small AMD 

treatment systems to restore Weaver Run, a tributary 

to Seese Run.  It also helped the watershed group 

submit grant requests to support the creation of the 

Little Paint Creek Coldwater Conservation Plan.  

Technical Assistance 



Kiski -Conemaugh Stream Team 2009 Annual Report Page 9 

The Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team published the Tubmill Creek         

Coldwater Conservation Plan in December.  The purposes of this project were 

to collect previous studies of coldwater resources within the Tubmill Creek      

Watershed, inventory the current status of resources, identify potential threats to 

these resources, and establish goals and recommendations for the restoration 

and protection of water resources.   

Tubmill Creek, which is largely located within Fairfield Township,         

Westmoreland County, is a special stream to the region.  Its headwaters are 

classified as Exceptional Value according to the PA DEPôs standards for water 

quality, and it is home to unique species, including the Least Brook Lamprey 

and Hellbenders, the largest salamanders in North America. 

Over the next few years, state and local agencies will utilize the plan to  

protect and enhance Tubmill Creek and its tributaries.   

This project was funded by a grant received from the Coldwater Heritage 

Partnership program.  Amanda Deal, Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission, 

and Western Pennsylvania Conservancy contributed significant time and resources for this study. 

Pennsylvaniaôs 11th Annual Abandoned Mine Reclamation and Coal Mining 

Heritage Conference was held July 13-16 at the University of Pittsburgh at 

Johnstown.  This yearôs theme was ñChallenges and Opportunities in Interesting 

Timesò and explored the hardships facing watershed organizations and the   

possibilities that lay ahead.   

Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team staff served on the planning committee and 

coordinated the pre-conference tour that highlighted projects in the Stonycreek 

River Watershed.  Stops included the White Water Park, Oven Run Abandoned 

Mine Drainage treatment systems, the Flight 93 Memorial and adjacent      

abandoned mine discharges and treatment systems, the massive Reitz #4 AMD 

discharge in Central City, the Windber Coal Heritage Museum, and more! 

Tubmill Creek Coldwater Conservation Plan 

Pennsylvania Abandoned Mine Reclamation & 
Coal Mining Heritage Conference 

In September, Dr. Neil Korostoff, a professor of landscape architecture at Penn State University and board 

member for the Foundation for Pennsylvania Watersheds, contacted the Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team for 

information about its work, volunteers, and restoration, because he was invited to present at an international 

conference, titled ñOpportunity: Post-mining Landscapes," in Grossaeschen, Germany.  Impressed by our    

accomplishments, Dr. Korostoff highlighted the Stream Team and a few other organizations in his presentation 

about the landscape legacy of coal in Western Pennsylvania.  He said there was enormous admiration for our 

collective spirit of volunteerism, ñunique in all the mining ravaged world.ò  He 

said, ñThe inspiring story of Pennsylvaniaôs ñbottom-upò local, volunteer led 

effort to restore our post-mining landscapes was acclaimed by [the] diverse and 

knowledgeable audience.ò  

Kiski -Conemaugh Stream Team goes International! 

Robert Hughes (left) and Shawn 

Jones of the Eastern 

Pennsylvania Coalition of 

Abandoned Mine Reclamation 

discuss water restoration           

at a stop along the AMR 

Conference tour. 


